
JANX 13, 9197J CORRESPONDENCE. E zDitrTO> 63_ _AN 13_97 ORA

interpretation to the symptoms. The sexual, suggestions
mnade by Freudian psycho-analysts to pure innocent minds
as a solution of their illness is a loathsome practice and
deserves the utmost censure. In another place I urged the
official interference of the "high authorities" with this
practice, 'and fortunately, and in no small degree owing to
the untiring exposure made by Dr. Mercier, the repre-
sentatives of this school, in this country at any rate, are a
dwindling minority, and their metlhods are now regarded
as reprehensible.

I note a letter upon this subject in your issue of January
6tll from Dr. D. G. Thomson, which is somewhat difficuft
to understand, but I gather that he objects to the teaching
of "Jung and Co." and "Bloch and WITaand "to the weak-
spined Britishers who, knowing no prophets of their own,
hail those, from Germany in excel8i8," whatever this may.
mean. He refers to "'the Mind and its predominant
partner, the Intellect," but I have generally understood,
upon the doctrine of psycho-physical parallelism, that the
predominant partner of the mind is the body I He appears
to imply that the instincts and the emotions have received
less attention than the intellect, and he is evidently not
acquainted with the works-of Lloyd MIorgan, A. F. Shand,
WV. B. Cannon, J. Loeb, C. S. Sherrington, H. S. Jenkins,
and- a host- of others who'have worked in the field of com-
pai?ative psychology.

If Dr. Thoms6n's lettei represents the considered opinion
ot the Medico-Psych'ological Association upon the practice
of psycho-analysis, as appears to be implied, it seems to
be a somewhat indequate indictment; but if, on the other
lhand, he is merely expresssing his own views I have no
further criticism.-I am1, etc.,
London, S.W., Jan. 9tlh. ROBERT ARMISTRONG JONES.

SIR,-I, have the misfortune to be haunted by a devil,
who subjects me to innumerable small annoyances,
apparently with the purpose, which he ought by this timne
to know is unattainable, of making me lose my teinper.
His favourite device is to hide my tlhings, especially papers
that I wish to refer to; but when lie is not hiding my
things he hovers round my pen and guides it into directions
unintended by me. He is cunning enough to blind me to
these inaccuracies as long as there is time and opportunity
to correct them, but as soon as they are irrevocable he
removes the bandage from my eyes, and lets me see them
grinning at me with the, fiendish mockery of their author.
There are no fewer than three such devilries in my

article on Psycho-analysis; and no doubt my 'familiar
hoped that some psycho-analyst would have the intelli-
gence to detect them and score off me, but he has credited
the psycho-analysts with more acumen than they possess.

I said at the outset that the two principles of psycho-
analysis are the principle of Sexuality and the principle
of Conflict; but in examining the second principle I call
it the existence and activity of the Unconscious. What
I should have-said, but for my familiar, is the existence
and activity of the conflict in the UnconsciGus.
The second blunder has been exposed by-Dr. Moon-. I

should no more of my own accord attribute a doctrine of
Tertullian, the Father of tlhe Chtirch, to Quintilian, the
pagan rhetorician, than I should attribute a doctrine of
Van Helmont, the Dutch physician, to Van Buren, the
American President. It is my familiar that is responsible.
Later I was made to speak of the superstition that

Germany is pre-eminent in mental disease. This is, no
superstition. Germnany is pre-eminent in mental disease.
What I should have written if my familiar had not inter-
fered is the superstition that Germany is pre-eminent in
mental science.

Colonel ThomsoW's appreciation, coming as it does fromi
the President of the Medico-Psychological Association, is
most grateful to me; but if it is true that British medicine
has ignored the influence of the sbtx instinct, the fault is
assuredly not mine. In every one of my books on Psycho-
logy, on Mental Diseases, and on Conduct, I have given due
prominence, but not undue prominence, to the important
part this instinct plays in our mental constitution and our
lives; and in the last-mentioned book, on Conduct, I have
described carefully, and at length, the conflicts thiat occur
in our minds-not in the Unconscious-between the
primary instincts, which I regard not as two but as three
-the sex instinct, the instinct of self-preseivatin,- alid

the racial instinct. Let the gaJled jade *ince: my withers
are unwrang.- I am, etc.,
Parkstone, Dorset, Jan.8th. CHAs. A. MEItCIER.

SAFE ANAESTHESIA.
SIR,-Dr. Barton has performed a commendable and

public-spirited act in avowing his list of casualties under
chloroform, in his letter to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
December 23rd, 1916. The lift is a small one, but on that
very account it accentuates the relative frequency of death
under the lighter degrees of anaesthesia.

I note that Dr. Barton presumes that some " other
factors" way have been operative as the cause of one
of the deaths he reports. Now I find it frequently happens
that, when the evidence of light anaesthesia is incon-
testable, some 'more or less indefinite "other factor" is
saddled with the responsibility for the death of the patient
instead of the chloroform.' This attitude is excusable
in individual cases, bearing in mind the prevailing teachi'ng
that death from chloroformn is always the result of over-
dosage, but it is quite inexcusable in an aggregate of cases
of which a common feature is an obviously underdosed
condition, or at least an obvious absence of overdosage.

It is extraordinary how difficult it is to obtain recognition
of clinical factg such as those Dr. Barton has related; facts
-which actuially stare one In the face. The truth of the
matter. is that most of these cases are prejudged, and I
venture to predict that any unbiassed common jury would
give a; verdict in favour of death under light anaesthesia
and not from overdosage, on the common-sense evidence
afforded by such records as already exist.

I will not trespass on your space, Sir, by arguing the
minutiae of these cases afresh, nor will I waste words in
the endeavour to elicit a response from the exponents of
the overdose theory, for they appear to have wrapped
themselves,in the comforting mantle of dogma. I wish to
urge that this question is capable of solntion if only the
profession will combine to threslh the matter out once for
all. Thousands of pounds lhave been expended upon the
experiinental investigation of deatlh uinder clhloroform, and
many of our most emuinent scientists have spent a great
deal of time and energy working at the subject, yet we are
still at the crosswaysI And all this time the clinical
evidence exists, I am persuaded, for fotunding a sure judge-
ment; there must be a wealtlh Qf clinical evidence of the
nature required locked away in private notebouks, a
material that will never be available for scientific annota-
tion unless an effort be made to recover it.
Ever since the administration of anaesthetics has

become a speciality reports on fatalities have become in-
creasingly infrequent, and this is quite understandable, for
such reports may entail heavy financial losses to the
reporters. I am firmly of the opinion that a great deal of
this valuable material might be gleaned and future reports
collected by an authoritative body, proceeding on lines
calculated to ensure concealment of identities. The
Royal College of Surgeons and the Anaestlhetics Section
of the Royal Society of Medicinie are both closely
interested in the safe administration of anaesthetics; will
one or both of these bodies, acting conjointly, render a
public service by the endeavour to clear up this vexed
question on the lines I lhave suggested ?-I am, etc., -

London, W., Dec. 31st, 1916. I A. G. LEVY.

X.RAY DIAGNOSIS OF GAS IN THE TISSUES.
SIR,-It is interesting to note how many independent

observers have during the past three montlhs drawn
attention to the appearances of gas gangrene in skiagrams.
At the Odtober meeting of the Electro-Therapeutic Section
of the Royal Society of Medicine, two papers on this
subject were contributed. Mr. MIartin Berry described
the appearances seen at the Herbert Hospital, Woolwich,
and I analysed 100 plates of gas gangrene which we had
taken at- the Scottish Wolmxen's Hospital, Royaumont,
France, during the summer of 1916. Both papers are
published in the December number of the Ai1chives
of the Rdntgen Ray8, and in the current issue of the
Proceedings of tlle Royal Society of Medicine. Dr. Pech,
the original radiologist at the Creil Military Hospital,
France, has just published his observations in the French
journal of radiology. It was Dr. Pech wlho first taught
m-e the importance of these skiagranms, which can iot only
demonstrate the presence of gas, but in many cases also
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the variety of invadhinl na:obe. At Ilovaumont we
CQuIld latteLly (JistinDui'is t (b&foc tle bactAlpological
report) whethleLr B. DiufJLu,, Ii. lpororjc?les. Or the
1more dangerousrsgdim.'I f_Lb j'b itc' and B. oedeXm icuifs,
-wvere present. Warnina of (dangcier cokld thus fArequeitly
be given froim ani cxamnination of tlle sliiaram, even
when the clinical signs at the time gave no cause for
anxiety. It will be of great -use to thle wonnded if tlhese
observations are confirmed by other lradiologists. I hlad
not read any paper oin the sutbject Avlhen I prepared imyiv
analysis, buLt I had seen scveral gloomy prognoses made hy
Dr. Pech, only too soon coiflliimed.-- -I amn, etc.,
London, W., Jan. 6tl. AGNFES SAV1LL.

COMPUISORYLT.IN.
Sir,-My objection to I)r. Cow' letter was not tlhat

compulsory Latin does niot ensulre_ or, if ble prefers the
phrase, malke it nyior-e liieli-that a mnedical man will
.spell correctly, but that t-le principle he seemedl to be
supporting was unsound.

I think it is true that a pharmaceutical cliemist xvill
criticize the practitioner who misspells prescriptions or
cdeviates in any othei way fromi whlat the chemist believes
to be the proper concluct o:f a " gentlemnan." Many people
do really think that the chief ase of teachlihip the hunancie
letters is to indicate a class distinctioin.

I suggest that people who reasion in this way (lo niot
(leserve to be encouvaged. as tlhcy ml-iglht be by 1)r. Cew s
letter.-I am, etc.,
Lougliton, Jan. 7th. M1. G REENWOOD, JUN.

SIR,-Although simply a general practitioner I slhould
like to be allowed to tender mny hiuimble, tlhouLghl hearty
support to the views expressed by suclh eminent mnen,
within the profession. as Sir John Moore, Dr. Williain
Gordon, and Dr. Douglas Cow, and outside the profession,
by Viscount Bryce and Professor Gilbert M%lurray.

I have always had to deplore nmy defective knowledge of
th4e classic lanuglages, a linowledge wlicih, like that attri-
buLted to Shakespeare by hiis fricnd Ben Jon son, consists
in " small Latin and less Greek." Witlh the aidl of the
(lictionary, however, I have been able to sturmount mlost of
my difficulties. I grumbled at tlje time I lhad to give. to
the study of tlhese languages, but aimi now grateful for tlle
benefit I feel fromii ha.ving done so, and wislh I ha'd been
compelled to learn more.
How is it possible fOL a imian to understannd the luany

new termus, expressive eithier of disease or the treatment
of disease (whichl are constantly being evolved frorom the
classic tongues), witlhout a lknowledge of tlle tongunes from
which these termns are dlerived ) I kcnow nothing more
painful tllan to hear a teacher misinterpret the terms hie
uses. I recently heard a teaclher at one of the London
hospitals explain to hiis lhearers tllat ortlhopaeclics was so
called becauLse it dealt -with club-foot.-I am, etc.,

S. P. CLIPPINGDALE., AI)., F.P.C c
Loncloin. W., Dcc. f6th, 1916.

SiR,-I thiink it wvill be adnmitted that in scieutific
nomenclature there are iimore words drawn. from Greek
than from Latin soUlrces. and the student who is ignorant
of the classics, and who is not cramming, mutist spend
as much time in the mere mechanical search for the
meaning of stuch words, even tlloughl hie rely upon a con-
densed dictionary of derivations, as would go a long way
towards the acquisition of tlle essential parts of botl
languages. And even in the study of the languiages them-
selves an incredible am-ount of time is lost inlookina-up
individual words in a dictionary. In studying GreeAlr a
man would save time who lhad sufficient coturage to boldly
attack a small lexicon from A to Ql. The constant repeti-
tion of the root words as they recur in their combinations
would impress his memory if he merely read on without,any effort at memorizing.
Dr. Giles's translation of the classical authors in

Cornish's series, where every sentence is translated
literally and word for word, would facilitate, a rapid
acquiisition of the reqtuisite knowledge of both languagesin those who have not lhad the advantage of a school or
college training in these. mbjects; and such introductions
as Dr. Wm. Smitlh's Iniicta Graeca and the Principia
Latina (John Murray ), to whicll keys are published,
would enable any intelligert student in the short space of

onie year, and witlhout a master; tb pass easily, in con.
jtuncitioni witlh the other' stubj&cts, any of the preliminary
exciaminations insisted oni by tlhe oldler universities.. Such
stul(lent, shoulld hie never open a classical author froih
the day lie passes his examination, woulld be safficicntly
eqtuipped wvitlh a knowledge of Greek and Latin words to
facilitate the wholo course of his medical curriculumii.
Tihle power to reacl ainy G(reek or Liatin aultlhor at sight
shouild iiot be the object ainmed at, for. requiring long, an(d
arduous traiul;uu even. ill the especially gifte(l, it is of no
imiiportance wlLatever as an equipmenit for scienitific studies.

I think it w ts the late WV. E. Gladstone whlo said that a
single hour 4 day devoted to some one suibject of study for
one year woLild iehbiilt in an accumulation of knowled4othat woilld astonish any one wh1o tried it. Hence, Whlelk
so luch can be accomilplished in so short a time and %'>iti
-o little sacrifice of otlher subject-, it is incredibe that
edulcated iaeti could consider for a single monient the
expurgation of so inealcullable advantage as either the
G reek or the Latin language as essential precursors of
medical studies. Ignorance of Latin mtust set medical
men at a lo'wer intellecttual level than chemists, who for
many years to come must be able at a moment's notice
to dispense Latini prescriptions from plvsicians of thel
older school, wlho will not set aside tlheiir prejudices to
miiect pr-esent (day innovatiorns.- - am, etc.,
Liverpool, LDee. 30th. 1916. W5rILLIA11 BRAMWELL.

T PATHOLOGY OF CANCER.
Sir,-Tbe letter of Mr. NcAda.mi Eccles interests nle, as

hlis experience an(d opinion agree witlh mine. I lttve
"never wavered in nmy belief" in the contagiotusness of
cancer, and I think every medical mrian inlgeneral -practice
could, if he pleased, produice abundant clinical evidence to
confirm the belief.

I wislh to cite a few cases fromn my own experience.
Those of husband and wife, mother and dauahter,
successive tenants of the same house, Cre common enoughl.
I linow of one family whlose m-lembers diel from cancer as
follows: Father, miiotlher, datialuter-in-law, imiothier of
daughlter-in-law, son-in-laNw, unnmarried datughlter living
withi mlarried daughter wlho subsequently died, but whose
husband, when last heard of, remained well. I know of
the hotusekeeper. aged 60 years, a(ldicted to eating rawv
.oatmeal when preparing the porridge of the widower
whose servant shle was. SShe died fromn cancer. Slhortly
afterwards the widower died from an undiagnosed affectioii
of the liver, suLspectedl to be maliglgnant. The house was
greatly infeste(d by m-ice.
A mniller, the owvner of a flour mill, whio described lhin-

self to me as beinig a specialist in oatmeal, died froiut
cancer of the rectum. He also was addicted to eating oat-
meal. I lhave klnown oatm-eal, when brought to the table,
give forth a mouse odour, whliich h-as pervaded the whole
room. Oni examination numerotus pieces of mouse exereta
were found in thle porridge. T herre is a considerable field
for the actiivities of the food and drcug inspectors in tiie
large and small graini stores of this couintry.
The amount of mouse exereta in the loose oatmneal of

this country is almost equalled by the amount of grubs in
the boxed oatmeals wli cl come from oversea. The mouse-
infested lhouise in relation to cancer requires further
investigatioul.-I ami, etc.,

Llittoni, Jant. 8th. JoHlX BIRCH.

THE SOLDIER'S FOOT.
SiR,-In cases of metatarsalgia and of mild ballw.x

valgus Colonel Robert Jones recommends the weight to
be taken off the heads of the metatarsal bones by a bat
across the sole like a football bar, but worked into thie
thickness of the sole., I wish to point out that the same
effect can be produced witlh the minimuim of trouble by
sticking on one or mnore layers of ordinary Woodyatt
bicycle tyre patches on the top of the sole. In fact, any
building up of a boot sole which may be required can be
done by means of overlapping patches of this material in
a minute or two. Nobody ouaht, of course, to atteimpt to
do this without a thorongh uinderstanding of the principles;
laid down by Colonel Robert JTones in the JOURNAL, May
and June, 1916.-I am, etc.,
Palmerston North, New Zealand. W. C. GREIG, M.D.


